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 In the last few weeks we have looked at the Roman Rulers in Christ’s 

Day, the Religious Leaders in Christ’s Day, and Christ’s Family; and now 

today we complete our study by looking at the Opposition Against Christ. 

We will look at three groups of people who opposed Christ and his ministry 

& teachings – the Sadducees, the Pharisees, and the Scribes. 

 

 First let us look at the Sadducees. They are spoke about in the Gospel 

of Mark 12: 18 – 27:  

Some Sadducees who say there is no resurrection, came to Jesus and 

asked him a question, saying – ‘Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s 

brother dies, leaving a wife but no child, the man shall marry the widow and 

raise up children for his brother. There were seven brothers; the first 

married and when he died, left no children and the second brother married 

her and died, leaving no children; and the third brother likewise; none of the 

seven left children! Last of all the woman herself died. Our question of you, 

Jesus, in the resurrection whose wife will she be? For the seven had married 

her? 

Jesus said to them, ‘Is not this the reason you are wrong, that you 

know neither the scriptures nor the power of God? For when they rise 

from the dead, they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like 

angels in heaven. And as for the dead being raised, have you not read in 

the Book of Moses, in the story about the bush how God said to him, ‘I am 

the God of Abraham, the god of Isaac, and the God of Jacob?’ He is God 

not of the dead, but of the living; you are quite wrong!’ 

  

 The Sadducees were one of the two principal sects within Judaism 

that were against Christ. They were a group of practicing Jews but their 

beliefs were very different from Christ’s views. The Sadducees accepted 

only the Torah which includes Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, & 

Deuteronomy as Holy Scripture. The Sadducees did not believe in the 

resurrection of the dead, nor did they believe in angels or spirits. This is 

what made them different from the Pharisees. 

 

 

 



 From the 2
nd

 century BC until the fall of Jerusalem in 70 AD, the 

Sadducees controlled the high priesthood and therefore they also controlled 

the Jerusalem Temple. The Sadducees were wealthy and they were 

considered the aristocracy in Jerusalem. They were a conservative 

establishment that resisted change – does that sound familiar? They dreaded 

revolution because it would remove them from power and they deplored 

false messiahs that might attract Roman intervention. In many ways the 

Sadducees were happy with the status quo!  

 The Sadducees were Jesus’ ultimate enemies. The Sadducees did 

include Annas & Caiaphas who we have already looked at. They were the 

priestly aristocracy that controlled the Temple and wanted Jesus dead!  

 It is obvious to me that if you want to live in a world of the status quo 

– then Jesus is not your guy. Even today, if you are going to serve Christ 

then you are going to shake things up. The Sadducees did not want things to 

be shaken up. In many ways Christ calls us to become radical in our actions, 

words, & deeds. In this time of a pandemic, Christ calls us to become 

radically different in how we reach out to each other. If you are like a 

Sadducee, then you want the status quo with no radical ideas and you will 

not take any radical actions. 

  Oh, there have been many times in my life that I have acted like a 

Sadducee, how about you? 
 

 

 The second group we will look at are the Pharisees. They accepted the 

Torah and also accepted the entire Hebrew Bible of 39 books we call the Old 

Testament or First Testament. The Pharisees believed in resurrection of the 

dead and angels or spirits. They were quite different from the Sadducees.  

 In the Gospel of Matthew 23: 15 & 27 we have vivid words shared by 

Jesus concerning the Pharisees and Scribes: 

 Matthew 23: 15 - Jesus said – ‘Woe to you, Scribes and Pharisees! 

You hypocrites! For you cross sea and land to make a single convert, and 

you make the new convert twice as much a child of hell as yourself!’ 

 And Matthew 23: 27 – Jesus said – ‘Woe to you, Scribes and 

Pharisees! You hypocrites! For you are like a whitewashed tombs which 

on the outside look beautiful, but inside they are full of bones of the dead 

and of all kinds of filth!’ 

  
 Jesus’ theology was very closely in line with the Pharisees. Jesus’ 

theology was much closer to the Pharisees than the Sadducees, so why did 

the Pharisees attack Jesus?  



Many of the people who questioned Jesus were Pharisees like 

Nicodemus. They seemed to want to quiz Jesus into an error or they wanted 

to show everyone that they were smarter than Jesus. 

Jesus did not have trouble with the Pharisees beliefs; it was their 

practices that angered him. In Jesus’ view, the Pharisees were self seeking 

and legalistic. The Pharisees added to the Ten Commandments 637 

additional laws to help the people so that they would not break the Ten 

Commandments. These additional laws were so petty that it was almost 

impossible to keep them. Jesus wanted to free the people from their spiritual 

enslavement to all these man made regulations. 

Jesus did not say these things about the Pharisees in a far off land, but 

he said them in the Temple at Jerusalem. Jesus’ strong language was 

standard in those days. But this strong language sealed Jesus’ fate. 

How often do we make man made rules to justify ourselves? How 

often do our words not reflect Christ? How often do our actions not imitate 

Jesus? Are we really any different then the Pharisees? 
 

Our third and final group to look at is the Scribes. The Scribes were a 

professional group that favored the Pharisees over the Sadducees. Moses’ 

Law was always the center of Judaism, but the Law needed interpretation for 

proper application in daily life in ancient Israel and the Scribes were the 

lawyers of religion. It was their job to interpret the Law of Moses. The 

Scribes would not only interpret the Law, they would often be the judge and 

jury of the Law’s proper application.  

The Scribes were well represented in the Sanhedrin, the ruling body of 

the Temple. Since the Scribes were consulted on legal issues and the Law, it 

was like they were the Supreme Court of the Temple. Scribes wore special 

apparel with long fringes on their garments. Jews would greet a Scribe as 

Rabbi or Master and the people would bow when a Scribe passed by.  

The Scribes hated Jesus not only for his verbal assaults, but for his 

flexible attitude toward the Law. Case and point – the Scribes declared that 

man was made for the Sabbath, but Jesus declared that the Sabbath was 

made for man and Jesus did miracles of healing on the Sabbath which the 

Scribes said was a day of rest. The Scribe followed the letter of the Law; 

Jesus followed the intent of the Law. The Scribes were the main agent in the 

Temple demanding Jesus’ death. 

 

 

 



We have always tried to make man made rules that are contraire to 

God’s rules. We have always, since Adam & Eve, have tried to put ourselves 

in God’s place. We want our rules and laws. We are the scribes or religious 

lawyers of today who seek to make our own rules and heaven forbid if some 

one comes along and tells us we are wrong! 

May we understand what Christ taught us, showed us, and sacrificed 

for us. May we not become the opposition of Christ but may we become 

faith servant of our Lord & Savior. 

(Sing song – ‘I Just Wanna Be a Sheep’ – If you wish to hear it sung, 

goggle it and listen. They will be much better singers than me!) 

 

Let us pray: 

O God, you have proven all of them wrong. You have proven the 

Sadducees, Pharisees, and Scribes wrong. O Lord, may you help us prove 

your love for us because we have the best proof of all – your bodily 

resurrection.  

The Sadducees, Pharisees, and Scribes worried about false messiahs 

and put you into that category. Keep your Holy Spirit with us so that we may 

never make the same mistake. Let us proclaim you as the true Messiah.  

We thank you for the inspired writers of the Gospels for they have 

provided a complete portrait of you, O Lord. They provided us a picture of 

the gentle and compassionate Christ and they also provided us with the One 

who cleansed the Temple and delivered verbal assaults on his enemies.  

Give us the courage to be gentle and compassionate when needed but 

to also be bold in our faith when needed. We want the same courage that 

Christ had in defending our faith today. 

Help us to always avoid the legalism of the scribes since they heard 

only half of Jesus’ message. They heard the condemning law, not the 

forgiving law. May we not fall into that trap O Lord. And may we always 

strive to share the great Good News of the saving Gospel.  AMEN. 

  

      


